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	Brandstof vir Februarie 2011

	Petru Fourie (landbou-ekonoom:Insette, Graan SA) 

	Volgens die jongste inligting van die Sentrale Energie Fonds kan die petrolprys op 2 Februarie met 16 sent per liter en die dieselprys met 12 sent per liter STYG. Brandstofprysveranderings is grootliks afhanklik van die rigting waarin die ru-olieprys en die rand/dollar-wisselkoers beweeg. Sedert die begin van Januarie het die internasionale olieprys rondom die $94 per vat beweeg, terwyl die rand effens versterk het.  Die hoë vraag na diesel en ander brandstowwe weens die koue winter in die Noordelike Halfrond, is faktore wat bydra dat die ru-oliepryse aan die styg is. Aan die ander kant, bring die sterker rand gevolglik mee dat internasionale prysstygings in die plaaslike mark gedemp word.


	Stand van Suid-Afrikaanse elektrisiteitsisteem

	Cornè Louw (senior ekonoom: Insette, Graan SA)

	Korrespondensie vanaf Eskom op 7 Januarie 2011 is via Agri SA ontvang waarin Eskom die volgende onder Graan SA lede se aandag wil bring:
·         Eskom verwag dat daar vir die volgende 2 na 3 jaar, tot en met 2013, ‘n tekort aan krag gaan wees;
·         Eskom benodig pro-aktiewe aksie van alle rolspelers om seker te maak dat daar deurlopend krag sal wees;
·         Eskom versoek dat verbruik tot ‘n minimum-lading verlaag word tydens periodes wat gekommunikeer gaan word deur Eskom.
Vir die volledige korrespondensie kan by die volgende skakel besoek word:
http://www.grainsa.co.za/documents/State%20of%20electricity%207%20Jan%202011.doc


	Kunsmisprystendense

	Cornè Louw (senior ekonoom: Insette, Graan SA)

	Die internasionale pryse van alle kunsmisgrondstowwe het oor die afgelope twee maande sywaarts beweeg. Pryse in die eerste week van Januarie 2011 het hierdie selfde tendens gevolg. Plaaslike kunsmispryse behoort dus oor die korttermyn redelik onveranderd te bly. Die volgehoue hoë ru-oliepryse kan egter lei tot stygings in kunsmispryse oor die mediumtermyn. Hou dus die Graan SA-nuusbrief dop vir verdere kunsmisprystendense.
 

	Algemene landboutoestande

	Barrett Schoeman (landbou-ekonoom: Markomgewing, Graan SA)

	 In alle streke meld produsente dat goeie en bogemiddelde reënval sedert die begin van 2011 voorgekom het. In die meerderheid streke is die mielieplantproses afgehandel en wil dit voorkom of daar tussen 10 en 15% minder mielies as in 2009/10 seisoen aangeplant is. Die nat toestande veroorsaak dat produsente sukkel om onkruid te beheer en om topbemesting toe te dien. Opvolgreën bly noodsaaklik ten einde ŉ gemiddelde of bogemiddelde oes te verseker. In meerderheid van die streke vertoon die jong saailinge mooi en geen grootskaalse probleme word ondervind nie. 
Mpumalanga en Gauteng
Die plantproses in hierdie twee provinsies is al ‘n geruime tyd afgehandel. Alhoewel dit baie nat is en versuipkolle voorkom, vertoon die mielies oor die algemeen mooi. Weens ŉ tekort aan hitte- eenhede ontwikkel die gewasse stadiger as die normale en goeie warm dae word nou benodig om hierdie agterstand in te haal. Volgens aanduidings is daar in hierdie gebied minder mielies en meer sojabone aangeplant.
Sojabone in hierdie streek vertoon tans nie so mooi nie en is in baie gevalle geel. Koel nag temperature asook die baie nat toestande wat tans ondervind word, benadeel sojaboonontwikkeling. Warm sonskyndae word nou benodig om sojaboonontwikkeling te bevoordeel.
 Kwazulu-Natal
In KwaZulu-Natal vertoon beide mielies en sojabone baie mooi. Oor die algemeen is versuipskade nog nie ŉ probleem nie. Produsente word aangeraai om op die uitkyk te wees vir roes op beide mielies en sojabone.
Oos-Vrystaat
Produsente in die Oos-Vrystaat is klaar geplant. Dit is baie nat en in sekere distrikte (bv. Frankfort-omgewing) ervaar produsente ernstige versuipskade. Mielies vertoon nog mooi maar benodig nou sonskyn, omdat ontwikkeling negatief deur die tekort aan hitte-eenhede beïnvloed word. Sojabone en sonneblom vertoon nie baie goed nie. Produsente is egter meer bekommerd oor die koring wat nie gestroop kan word nie en ernstige graadskade is reeds aangeteken.
Sentrale- en Westelike Vrystaat
In hierdie gebiede is mielie-aanplantings afgehandel, maar is sommige produsente nog besig om sonneblom te plant of oor te plant. Produsente in hierdie areas was ook geseën met goeie reënneerslae. In gebiede van Wesselbron, Bothaville, Hoopstad en Bultfontein ondervind produsente op watertafelgronde, probleme met oorlêlande waar ernstige versuipskade voorkom. Gewasse vertoon oor die algemeen egter mooi, maar daar is gewasse wat as gevolg van ‘n stikstof tekort geel voorkom. Ernstige versuipskade word langs die Vaalrivier aangemeld met verskeie spilpunte wat reeds onder water is. Die vroeë mielie- en sonneblomaanplantings vertoon baie mooi en daar is sommige sonneblomlande wat na aan blom is. Die jonger gewasse is negatief deur die baie nat toestande geraak. ŉ Paar lekker warm dae sal hierdie jonger gewasse bevoordeel.
Noordwes Provinsie
In die NWK-gebied is dit tans baie nat met die Oostelike gedeelte wat besonder nat is. Gebiede in die oostelike gedeelte het die laaste 2 weke meer as 200mm reën ontvang. Die meerderheid van die gewasse in hierdie gebied is nog baie jonk en die seisoen kan nog verander. Die baie nattoestande veroorsaak dat produsente nog besig is met die aanplant en oorplant van sonneblom. Daar is sekere kolle waar versuiptoestande voorkom maar die gewasse vertoon oor die algemeen mooi. In die Suidwes Landbou-gebied het die meerderheid produsente hul mielie-aanplantings afgehandel. As gevolg van die baie nat toestande in hierdie area is die aanplanting van sonneblom nog nie afgehandel nie en produsente meld dat heelwat sonneblom oorgeplant sal moet word. Grondboonaanplantings in hierdie gebied kry baie swaar.
Noord-Kaap besproeiingsgebiede.
In hierdie gebiede is dit baie nat. Sedert die begin van die jaar is ongeveer 200mm reën aangeteken. Hierdie reën op die besproeiingslande lei in verskeie plekke tot ernstige versuipskade en dit gaan opbrengste nadelig beïnvloed. Produsente ervaar ook baie spoelskade as gevolg van die Vaal- en Oranjerivier wat hulle walle oorstroom.


	Graan SA streeksvergaderings ter voorbereiding van Kongres 2011

	Marna Swart (skakelbeampte, Graan SA)

	Die graanbedryf ondervind tans buitengewone onsekerheid met lae pryse wat volhoubaarheid in gedrang bring. Verteenwoordigers van Graan SA was gevolglik in 2010 oor ŉ wye front betrokke by samesprekings en onderhandelinge met beleidmakers op nasionale, provinsiale en plaaslike vlak ten einde die bedryfsomgewing van graanprodusente so bevorderlik moontlik te maak.
Teen hierdie agtergrond hou Graan SA ŉ aantal streeksvergaderings ter voorbereiding vir die 2011 Kongres met die tema: Graan SA – Gerat vir die toekoms.
Tydens die vergaderings sal daar gekyk word na die hoogtepunte van 2010 asook die uitdagings van 2011. Wat is gedoen in 2010, wat moet anders gedoen word in 2011 en waar moet Graan SA nog betrokke raak is van die vrae wat tydens die vergaderings bespreek sal word.
Die Bedryfsbedieningsafdeling van Graan SA sal perspektief op die graanmark werp deur ŉ kliniese ontleding en daar sal gefokus word op die huidige dinamiek van die graanbedryf en hoe om graanprodusente te posisioneer vir volhoubaarheid.
Vanjaar se streeksvergaderings beloof om interessant en insiggewend te wees en geen graanprodusent durf dit misloop nie.
Die vergaderings vind as volg plaas:
24 Januarie       -    Landbou-uniesaal, Schweizer Reneke om 09:00
24 Januarie       -    Die Geel Huis, Wolmaransstad om 15:00
27 Januarie       -    VKB-ledesaal, Reitz om 10:00
27 Januarie       -    Eeram Boerevereenigingsaal, Bethlehem om 15:00
31 Januarie       -    NAMPO Park, Bothaville om 09:00
1 Februarie        -    *Wes & Suid-Kaap
4 Februarie        -    Senwes Lapa, Parys om 09:00
8 Februarie        -    Hoopstad Suid Boeregronde, Hoopstad om 19:00
8 Februarie        -    Baberspan Hotel, Baberspan om 10:00
10 Februarie      -    *Viljoenskroon om 15:00
14 Februarie      -    Boere-uniesaal, Ottosdal om 09:00
14 Februarie      -    *Ventersdorp om 15:00
14 Februarie      -    *Atlanta om 10:00
15 Februarie      -    *Nylstroom om 09:00
16 Februarie      -    *Middelburg om 15:00
17 Februarie      -    *Ermelo om 09:00
17 Februarie      -    *Bethal om 15:00
18 Februarie      -    *Piet Retief om 09:00
21 Februarie      -    SAVF-saal, Lichtenburg om 09:00
21 Februarie      -    *Mareetsane om 15:00
22 Februarie      -    *Hennenman om 09:00
22 Februarie      -    *Marquard om 15:00
23 Februarie      -    *Frankfort om 09:00
23 Februarie      -   * Delmas om 15:00
28 Februarie      -    *Bloemfontein om 09:00
1 Maart                -    * Hopetown om 09:00
(* = lokale sal aangekondig word)

Die inligting oor die streeksvergaderings sal ook op die Graan SA webblad (www.grainsa.co.za ) beskikbaar wees en lede sal sms-kennisgewings van vergaderings in hul streek ontvang.
Vir enige navrae oor die komende streekvergaderings skakel gerus vir Rialeen Lombard by 056 515 2145 of per epos by rialeen@grainsa.co.za.

 

	Graan SA standpuntstelling n.a.v. weiering om kwytskelding

	Dr. Kobus Laubscher (hoofbestuurder, Graan SA)

	Die Mededingingskommissie het op Dinsdag 11 Januarie 2011 ‘n persverklaring uitgereik waarin vervat is dat Graan SA se aansoek om kwytskelding afgekeur is.  Talle navrae van reg oor die wêreld is deur Graan SA ontvang. Om die Graan SA standpuntstelling te besigtig, volg die volgende skakel:
http://www.grainsa.co.za/documents/13%20Jan%20Graan%20SA%20standpuntstelling.pdf
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· Fertiliser price trends 
· General agricultural conditions
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	Fuel prices for February 2011

	Petru Fourie (agricultural economist: Inputs and Production, Grain SA)

	According to the latest information from the Central Energy Fund, the petrol price may RISE by 16 cents a litre on 2 February, while the diesel price may RISE by 12 cents a litre on that same date.  Fuel price fluctuations are largely determined by the direction of movement in the crude-oil price and the rand/dollar exchange rate. Since the beginning of January the international oil price has varied around $94 a barrel, while there was a slight strengthening in the value of the rand.  The high demand for diesel and other fuels, owing to the cold winter in the Northern Hemisphere, has contributed to the rise in the crude-oil price.  On the other hand the strengthening of the rand has damped the effect of international oil price rises on local markets.

	State of South Africa's electricity network

	Cornè Louw (senior economist: Inputs, Grain SA)

	
On 7 January correspondence from Eskom was received via Agri SA. Eskom states that it would like to bring the following to the attention of Grain SA members:
·         Eskom expects a power shortage over the next two to three years, i.e. up to and including 2013;
·         Eskom needs a pro-active response from all role players to ensure an uninterrupted supply of power;
·         Eskom requests that consumption be kept to a minimum during certain periods it will be communicating to the public.
The complete correspondence may be viewed at the following link:
http://www.grainsa.co.za/documents/State%20of%20electricity%207%20Jan%202011.doc
 

	Fertiliser price trends

	Cornè Louw (senior economist: Inputs, Grain SA)

	The international prices of all fertiliser raw materials have moved sideways over the past two months. During the first week of January 2011 prices maintained this trend.  Local fertiliser prices should therefore remain reasonably steady over the short term.  However, the continuing high crude-oil prices may lead to a rise in fertiliser prices. Watch the Grain SA newsletter for trends in fertiliser costs.
 

	General agricultural conditions

	Pietman Botha (senior agricultural research expert, Grain SA) 

Producers in all regions have reported good and above-average rainfall since the beginning of 2011. In most regions maize planting has been completed and it would appear that planting has decreased by 10 – 15% over the 2009/10 season. Owing to the wet conditions, producers are having problems controlling weeds and applying top dressing . Follow-up rain remains critical for an average or above-average crop. In most regions the young seedlings are doing well and there are no major problems.
Mpumalanga and Gauteng
Planting in these two provinces was completed some time ago. Although conditions are very wet and plantings are drowning in some places, maize is generally doing well.  Owing to a shortage of heat units, plants are growing more slowly than usual, and they now require warm days to catch up. Indications are that less maize and more soybeans were planted in this area.
Soybeans in this region are currently not doing well and many plants have turned yellow. The current low night temperatures and very wet conditions are detrimental to soybean development. Warm sunshine days are needed to correct the situation.
Kwazulu-Natal
In KwaZulu-Natal both maize and soybeans are doing very well. In general, drowning has not been a problem. Producers are advised to be on the lookout for blight on both crops.
Eastern Free State
Producers in the Eastern Free State have finished planting. Conditions are currently very wet and in some districts (e.g. the Frankfort area) drowning is a serious problem. Maize is doing well but needs sunshine, because development is being retarded by a lack of heat units. Soybeans and sunflowers are not doing well, but producers are more worried about their inability to harvest their wheat. Serious grade damage has already been recorded.


Central and Western Free State
In these areas maize planting has been completed, but some producers are still planting or re-planting sunflowers. The areas were also blessed with good rains. In areas around Wesselsbron, Bothaville, Hoopstad and Bultfontein producers on water-table ground are having problems with fallow land where drowning damage is serious. However, crops in general are doing well, although there are plants that have turned yellow due to a shortage of nitrogen. Serious drowning damage has been reported along the Vaal river, with a number of pivots already under water. Early maize and sunflower plantings are doing well and some sunflower fields are close to flowering. Younger crops were damaged by the very wet conditions. A few nice, warm days will do them a lot of good.
North West province
The NWK area is currently quite wet, with the eastern part being very wet. Parts of the eastern area received more than 200 mm of rain over the past two weeks. Most of the crops in this area are very young and the season may still change. Owing to the very wet conditions, producers are still planting and re-planting sunflowers. Some parts are experiencing drowning conditions but in general crops are doing well.

In the Suidwes Landbou  area most producers have completed planting. Owing to the extremely wet conditions in this area, sunflower planting has not been completed and according to producers a substantial portion of sunflowers will have to be re-planted. Groundnut planting in this area is experiencing difficulties.
Northern Cape irrigated areas
These areas are very wet. About 200 mm of rain has been recorded since the beginning of the year. This rain, on irrigated fields, has led to substantial drowning damage in a number of areas and yields will be lower. Producers are also experiencing substantial flood damage owing to the Vaal and Orange rivers flooding their banks.

	 



	Grain SA regional meetings in preparation of Congress 2011 

	Marna Swart (PRO, Grain SA)

	The grain industry is currently experiencing exceptional insecurity, because sustainability is being threatened by low prices. Consequently, in 2010 representatives of Grain SA were involved in wide-ranging discussions and negotiations with policy makers on national, provincial and local level with a view to making the operational environment of grain producers as beneficial as possible.
Against this background, Grain SA is holding a number of regional meetings to prepare for the 2011 Congress. The theme of the Congress will be Grain SA – Geared for the Future.
The meetings will examine the highlights of 2010 as well as the challenges of 2011. What was done in 2010, what must be done differently in 2011 and where else should Grain SA become involved? These are some of the questions to be discussed at the meetings.
Grain SA’s Industrial Services division will put the grain market in perspective through a clinical analysis. The meetings will also examine the current dynamics of the grain industry and look at ways of positioning grain producers for sustainability.
This year’s regional meetings promise to be interesting and informative and no grain producer should fail to attend.
The meetings are scheduled as follows:
24 January        -    Agricultural Union Hall, Schweizer Reneke at 09:00
24 January        -    Die Geel Huis, Wolmaransstad at 15:00
27 January        -    VKB Members’ Hall, Reitz at 10:00
27 January        -    Eeram Farmers’ Association Hall, Bethlehem at 15:00
31 January        -    NAMPO Park, Bothaville at 09:00
1 February        -    *Western & Southern Cape
4 February        -    Senwes Lapa, Parys at 09:00
8 February        -    Hoopstad South Farmers’ Grounds, Hoopstad at 19:00
8 February        -    Baberspan Hotel, Baberspan at 10:00
10 February      -    *Viljoenskroon at 15:00
14 February      -    Farmers’ Union Hall, Ottosdal at 09:00
14 February      -    *Ventersdorp at 15:00
14 February      -    *Atlanta at 10:00
15 February      -    *Nylstroom at 09:00
16 February      -    *Middelburg at 15:00
17 February      -    *Ermelo at 09:00
17 February      -    *Bethal at 15:00
18 February      -    *Piet Retief at 09:00
21 February      -    SAVF Hall, Lichtenburg at 09:00
21 February      -    *Mareetsane at 15:00
22 February      -    *Hennenman at 09:00
22 February      -    *Marquard at 15:00
23 February      -    *Frankfort at 09:00
23 February      -   * Delmas at 15:00
28 February      -    *Bloemfontein at 09:00
1 March             -    * Hopetown at 09:00
(* = venues to be announced)
Information on the regional meetings will also be posted on the Grain SA website ( http://www.grainsa.co.za) and members will receive sms-notification of meetings in their region.
For any enquiries about the coming regional meetings, please contact Rialeen Lombard at 056 515 2145 or via email at rialeen@grainsa.co.za.
 

	Grain SA position paper on refusal of exemption

	Dr. Kobus Laubscher (CEO, Grain SA)

	
The Competition Commission rejected Grain SA’s application for exemption in a media statement on 11 January 2011. Several enquiries to comment on the Competition Commission’s decision were received from across the world. To read Grain SA's position paper on this decision follow the link below:
http://www.grainsa.co.za/documents/13%20Jan%20Grain%20SA%20position%20paper%20on%20the%20Competition%20Commission.pdf


